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Designation Status: Structure of 
Merit, designated by HLC on 
December 8, 2021

Assessor Parcel
Number: 025-393-012

Constructed: 1912

Historic Name: Tiffany Residence

Architect: Unknown

Builder: C. Cicero

Architectural Style: Craftsman Style 
House

Property Type: Single Family 
Residence

Original Use: Single Family 
Residence

Property Description: This is a large, 
two-story Craftsman house with two 
projecting cross-gables on the front 
facade. The roof is low-pitched and 
hipped. The siding is made of shingle, 
the rafters are exposed, and the roof is 
supported in the gable ends by 
prominent curved brackets. A



matching garage is located to the east. There is an original double hitching post in front. The right 
wing–with its prominent gable and roof braces–relates  to the center gable. The front door makes 
use of divided lights–the door adheres to a 7x6 pattern–which  are mirrored in the adjacent windows. 
Other windows around the front of the house tend to  appear in threes–one large window in the 
center flanked by two double-hung windows (which also mirror the divided lights on the front door)  
on either end.

Significance: City of Santa Barbara establishes historical  significance as provided by the Municipal 
Code, Section 30.157.025. Any historic building that meets one or more of the criteria  established 
for a City Landmark, or a City Structure of Merit can be considered significant. The structure may be
significant as a Structure of Merit per the
following criteria:

Historic Integrity:
401 East Pedregosa is in excellent
condition. The house conveys integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, feeling
and association and can convey its original
appearance. It even contains an original
sandstone double hitching post out in
front, which lends the home integrity of
location, setting, and association. The
house conveys integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, feeling and association
and can convey its original appearance of
1912.

 Criteria 3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, architectural style 
or method of construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic or 
historic value, or represents a significant and distinguishable collection whose individual 
components may lack distinction; 

The size and scale of this building make it one of the preeminent Craftsman homes in the 
city. The permit was originally issued in 1912 to a well-known Santa Barbara citizen, Samuel J. 
Stanwood, who then transferred the property a year later to Burnett Y. Tiffany, of the Louis 
Comfort Tiffany family. Tiffany was a well-known artist who occupied it until 1934. Along with its 
matching garage, this expansive house dominates the block from its corner location. The building 
sits in the Lower Riviera neighborhood.

Intent on rekindling the hand craft in the art of building, the Craftsman Style played a pivotal 
role in the architecture of the early 1900s. It has left behind a legacy of beautiful and expressive 
details–especially in wood–that continue to inspire architects, builders, and homeowners.

In response to the loss of human craft found in the Industrial Revolution, the Arts and Crafts 
Movement formed in England before soon spreading to the United States. It became known



as the Craftsman Movement in America, utilizing local, natural materials, as well as simplicity of 
forms, originality, and hand-crafted detail. In 1901, the first issue of The Craftsman magazine was 
published by Gustav Stickley, a strong proponent of Craftsman furniture, textiles, and architecture. 
Architects such as Greene and Greene (who designed the Gamble House in Pasadena)  and David 
Owen Dryden (responsible for many of the Craftsman Bungalows within San Diego’s Dryden 
Historic District)  championed the Craftsman Style, helping it to become the most popular style of 
the early 1900s.

The Craftsman Movement embodied great variety, from its Arts and Crafts English 
antecedents, to homes with an aesthetic reminiscent of oriental wood joinery, to the Craftsman 
Bungalow Style, which ennobled modest homes for a rapidly expanding American middle class. 
Eventually, they became so popular that Americans could order kits to build entire houses in the 
Craftsman Style. Craftsman homes are known for their intimate scale and intricate wooden details, 
gently layered over wood clapboards, shingles, stone, and bricks. The porches turn back time, 
providing a gentle transition between the outside world and the cozy spaces inside. They tend to 
fuse the wooden architectural detailing of Asia, the English Arts and Crafts Movement, and the 
essence of  the Calfornian innovative spirit.

In Santa Barbara the Craftsman house enjoyed a popularity that can still be seen today. From 
the small bungalow to the large, almost grandiose house, Craftsman Style architecture thrived in 
Santa Barbara. Craftsman Style architecture is found in the neighborhoods surrounding downtown, 
and the Bungalow Haven Historic District is home to the largest intact concentration of Craftsman 
bungalows in Santa Barbara.

The Craftsman Movement utilized local, natural materials, simplicity in forms, originality, and 
hand-crafted detail. The Craftsman Movement embodied great variety with the Arts and Crafts 
English antecedents, to homes with an aesthetic reminiscent of oriental wood joinery, to the 
Craftsman Bungalow style which ennobled modest homes for a rapidly expanding American middle 
class. In Santa Barbara the Craftsman house enjoyed a popularity that can still be seen today. From 
the small bungalow to the large, almost grandiose house, Craftsman architecture thrived in Santa 
Barbara. This structure may qualify as a historic resource due to the following character-
defining features:

● Roof: The house features a
medium-pitched, gabled roof
with long, narrow rafters
protruding out from
underneath. Instead of the
intricate cornice moldings
that decorated the eaves of
Victorian era houses, this
Craftsman house features
wide, exposed eaves with
rafter tails that add subtle details to the home’s otherwise simple form. The tails themselves
are cut in a plain manner (a single angled cut, which is common). In addition to rafter tails,
this Craftsman home has exposed protruding beams, or triangular knee braces, to visually
hold the large overhanging eaves. This home, particularly on its street-facing side, vividly
demonstrates these classic Craftsman components.



● Wall Materials: This Craftsman Style features shingled walls, which are used uniformly
around this structure.

● Balcony Details: A second-story
balcony is positioned at the center
of the house, above the front door,
facing the street. It is decorated
with shingles all around it,
matching the walls of the house.
This type of balcony is typical of
Craftsman Style buildings.

● Door Details: The front door
features an elaborate pattern of
square glass panes, which are
mimicked by the windows on
either side. The proportions of the
Craftsman Style door tend to be
wide, as is the case with this door.
Craftsman doors usually feature a
pattern or grid of small lights inset in
the upper portion of the solid wood
door, and the front door at 401 East
Pedregosa is adorned by a 7x6
sequence of  small glass panes.

● Window Details: Santa Barbara
Craftsman Style houses demonstrate
intricate detailing in the upper sashes
of double-hung wood windows, with
multiple lights divided in unique
patterns that are sometimes the same
pattern as found in the glazing of the
front door. The pattern from the
front door of 401 East Pedregosa is
in fact echoed on windows around
the facade of the house. The front
elevation in such homes
commonly features a large window
opening, holding a set of three
windows–a large center window
flanked by two double-hung
windows. This is apparent on the
second floor of 401 East
Pedregosa, particularly on the
balcony and its adjacent windows.

● Porch Columns: Craftsman Style
houses typically have short, wide,
square tapered columns that rest
upon massive piers, often made of



local Santa Barbara sandstone. 401 East Pedregosa features two columns on either side of
the front door, though they are obscured by the hedges in front. There is also an authentic
sandstone hitching post out front.

●    Sandstone: Sandstone is a feature
that gives the region distinction
while offering a surprising and
pleasing bit of artistry. Walls
usually require far less engineering
compared to bridges, so they offer
more opportunity for stonemasons
to express themselves and their
artistry in the selection, carving,
and setting of stones. Use of
masonry for construction in the 



Santa Barbara area dates back to the time when the Spanish first arrived. Since it was
necessary to travel some distance into the woods to obtain lumber, whereas rocks were
found scattered on the ground, stone became the preferred building material. The tradition
of building with stones continued
in Santa Barbara County through
the 19th century. This method of
construction was often chosen
because local brown sandstone was readily available and easy to transform from round or
shapeless boulders into symmetrical smooth-faced stone for building purposes.

o A local stonemason explained in July of 1883, “When a quantity of it is wanted, a
blast of powder is drilled into the heart of one of the large boulders and exploded
and a number of square edged building stones are produced” (Santa Barbara
News-Press July 1883). Many residences, walls, bridges, and commercial structures
were constructed out of local sandstone during the nineteenth and early twentieth
century. Immediately after World War I, Santa Barbara began a concerted effort to
revamp its visual image. During this time, city planners carefully monitored all
construction of any new structure to make sure it was consistent with the master
plan that was based on Spanish Colonial Revival/Mediterranean streetscape mode
(Conrad and Nelson, 1986: 14). The use of a traditional building material, sandstone,
in the construction of the walls built during this period was in line with Santa
Barbara’s planning and design efforts. In the years from 1870 to 1940, when Santa
Barbara was quickly evolving into a vibrant, growing city, the period witnessed an
extraordinary explosion of stone construction made possible by the abundant supply
of sandstone, a cadre of expert masons, and financing by private citizens. This period
provided an atmosphere conducive to the building of public and private spaces of all
kinds, walls, bridges, gardens, and an assortment of other stone works and
encouraged some exceptional expressions of the mason’s art. Among the most
apparent expressions of the beauty in stone that give the region such distinction are
the stone walls.
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